[Origin of small cell lung cancers].
Undifferentiated small cell lung cancer differs from the other types of primary lung cancer in its neuroendocrine origin, its important potential for metastatic dissemination and its sensitivity to antimitotic drugs. These specific features condition the originality of its clinical presentation which frequently includes paraneoplastic endocrine syndromes. The frequent metastases are responsible for its poor prognosis and raise difficult methodological problems since the detection of metastatic sites depends on the sensitivity and specificity of the tests used to identify these sites. Chemotherapy, which is very active against this type of tumour, forms the basis of the conventional treatment where 2 sets of drug combinations are administered: either anthracycline + epidophyllotoxin + alkylating agent, or platinum salt + epidophyllotoxin. Owing to haematopoietic myeloid growth factors, dosage intensification, in the hope of overcoming the chemoresistance mechanisms responsible for the usually very temporary response, opens new and promising research lines.